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Thron'd tcith the iDonarchs of the blest 

abode ! 
Such the reward a life like his obtains, 
The praise of aiigssis, and the smiles of Godl 
Larne,Oci. Ih09. M'Erin. 



A jIICHAELMAS RIDDLB. 



" Da nuces pueris." ,„..Ovtr>, 

DtC mihi nomen anitnalis, 
Flutuatique, et bipedalis ; 



Quod, ultimum iter, urhetn latum, 
Michaetiii festo perdit fatam. 
Cujus pennae alentmultos, 
Juvaiit doctis, terrent stuttos; 
Plums formaiit id quod Hymen, 
Dat devotis; et lenimen 
Defessis duro estlabore, 
iEgritudine, dolore; 
In quo vicam subibaiDus,, 
£t ^rumnas teriBinaiuna. 

Neuorensm. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. Lavgs- 
dorjf to Dr. Noehden, dated from 
Port St. Peter and Paul, in Kamt- 
schatka, the 6th of June, 1805. 

WE left Katntscbatka in the month 
of September, 1804, and sailed 
for Japan ; a country that has scarcely 
been visited in a scientilic view, except 
by Ksempfer and Thunberg. All 
who have any opportunity of going 
thither will find, that the tormer did 
more with regard to the history and 
description of the country than would 
seem possible ; and the latter has 
published such a flora of it, as no 
one can expect to eqtial. 

On proceeding to Japan we had 
planned many fine schemes and formed 
the most flattering expectations. But 
on our arrival at Nangasacki, while 
we weretreated in the most honourable 
manner, we were prisoners in the lotlg- 
jng» assigned us; and were guarded 
with the utmost strictness, being de- 
pi*ed of all communication with the 
inhabitants, except a few Dutch inter- 
preiors r and at length when the Em- 
peror's answer arrived from Yeddo, 
we were loaded with presents and very 
politely dismissed. 

Thus we could hardly think of making 
excursions in quest of subjects of natural 
history. Besides we were at Japan only 
during the winter months, from Octo- 
ber 1804, till April 1803. We were fur- 
nished gratis with provision, and every 
thing that could be necessary to supply 
•ur wants ; but we Were not allowed 
to purchase tlie -smallest trifle. Foriu- 



natelv, ichthyology, one of my favou- 
rite branches of natural history, is 
closely allied with the demands <if the 
kitchen. Accordingly 1 took care to 
desire the man, vpho daily brought 
provision to our state prison, to supply 
us with as many different kinds of^ fish 
as the season and the markets could 
furnish. In this way I was enabled 
to procure, during the last three months, 
about four hundred of the rarest fish 
in the Indies, and' among thein were 
about an hundred and fifty different 
species. I transmit to Mr. Blumen- 
bach, for th^ present, a short account 
of such as are already known ; and 
I hope another time to send him one of 
the new 8|)ecies. 

Ourretuift from Japan to Kamtschat- 
ka was do doubt one of the most interest- 
ing voyages that can now be made. 
We ran down and examined the north- 
west coast of Japan, which was' hilhtr- 
to unknown. V\ e determined with 
precision the position of the strait of 
Sangoar. We reconnoitred ^U the 
west coast of Matzuniai. The north 
part of this island, though under the 
government of the Japanese, is not in- 
habited by them, but by another peo- 
ple, known in Europe by the name of 
long-haired Curibes,* who call them- 
selves Aeenocs. 1 he part of Matz- 
umai inhabited by them is called Yeso, 
whence the inlands of Yeso add Matz- 
umai are fiequently confounded with 
each other, 'ihfe Peak dt Lamanen 

* See Bluuienbacb de Generis Human! 
varietate nativa, ed. 3. p. 29. 
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«f la Peyrouse does not belong to the 
Continent, as he imagined, but fonns 
a separate island. 

We crossed la Peyrouse's strait, 
stood to the north, and entered the 
deep bay of Sagalene (gulf of Aniwa) 
formed by the two promontories Cril- 
lon and Aniwa. It was not visited by 
la Peyrouse, but we now know, that 
the Japanese setttements extend to it, 
fur we iound a regular Japanese factory 
there. Ihis country is inhabited by 
the Aeenoes mentioned above. The 
figures of the inhabitants of Sagalene 
in de Langie Bay, published by la 
Peyrouse, are very characteristic, and 
may give an idea of the inhabitants of 
Matzuniai likewise, except that these 
do' not actually shave the crown of tlie 
head, but merely cut the hair shorter 
there than behind, and on the sides. 
These Aeenoes however have not long- 
er hair than many Europeans, if we 
leave their long beards out of the 
question. 

VYe had intended to explore all the 
eastern coast of Sagalene (called also 
Seghaleen, and Tchoka) but when we 
reached the vicinity of Patience-bay, 
we found the sea still covered with 
an immense quantity of floating ice, 
though toward the end of May, so 
that it was impossible for us to con- 
tinue our voyage ; accordingly we were 
obliged to put into the iiarbour of St. 
Peter and Paul, in order to wait for 
a more favourable season fqr examining 
these coasts. Yesterday we arrived 
here for the second time,' and I hasten 
to write to you to d^y. 

We had long been anxious to re- 
ceive letters from Europe. Yours 
afforded me infinite pleasure, but I 
regret, not having reieived that you 
addressed to me at Kio Janeiro: it 
inissed me, because we did hot put 
in there, but at St. Catharine's. 1 his 
preventetJ me from availing myself of 
the good instructions which you and 
Mr. Blumenbacli then sent me. But 
this I chn assure you, that with respect 
to plants, particularly the ericae, as- 
jilenia, &c. as well as the marine fami- 
lies, I have made a point throughout 
the whole voyage of collecting with 
great care and industry, and storing 
lliem up in niy herbal. My collection 
of insects too is very considerable; 



but I have been able to do little with 
respect to mineralogy, as the coasts 
wherever we liave anchored, have been 
barren in tliis respect, and we have 
not been able to penetrate into the 
country. 

Aulic counsellor Tilesius, who is an 
excellent d I aughtsman, has copied many 
subjects of natural history. 

After liaving written to you on the 
past, 1 s.iii:ll impart to you my plans 
for the future. Enriched with so many 
treasurers, Jio doubt it would be most 
natural for me to retire to some place, 
where I might quietly digest this intel- 
lectual nutriment. But first I have 
been induced to, engage in a new ex- 
pedition, by promises, which, if they 
be kept, must furnish interesting resulte 
for the knowledge of a part of the 
globe at present little known, in respect 
to natural history, in short, I shall here 
quit the expedition of Captain Krusen- 
stera, ah excellent man, who is loved aiict 
esteemed by all that accompanied bim ; 
and J shall leave my friends Horner 
and I'ilesius, as well as the officers, 
who will always be dear to my memo- 
ry, in order to visit the west coast of 
ISjorth America; particularly the great 
island of Cadiac, at the mouth of Cook's 
river. The chief of this expedition 
will be Mr. Chamberlain Kesanoff, the 
same person who was sent on the 
embassy to Japan. He will !>€ particu. 
lai-ly commissioned to visit the llus.sian 
settlements in America in a few days 
I shall set off for the Aleutian i.laiids, 
an<l in six weeks 1 hope to reach Cadiac, 
where 1 shall probably spend the win- 
ter. '1 he following sui!H«er, that is in 
18U6, J shall proceed to Ochot^k, 
whence 1 shall set off, over land, for 
Peiersbtirgh, in the winter of 1807. 
The good stale of health I have hitherto 
enjoyed, n>akes me hope, that I shall 
equally support the fatigues, to which 1 
am now going to expose myself. 

Further Accounts qf the Voyage of 
Dr. Lavgsdorff, extracted Jrom a 
Letttr addressed bg him in Prnf'essor 
Blumenback, of Gottingen, dated 
from Port St. Peter and Paul, the 7lk 
of June, 1805. 

1 hasten to answer you on one of the 
subjects, of which you speak in your 
last letter. I can assure you, that tlie 
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astonishment some have expressed at 
my noticing in a foreign cJlinate the 
natural productioos that are well 
known, and even common in our own 
country, has never appeared to me a 
sutRcient motive for discontinuing this 
practice. It was with the more plea- 
sure, therefore, I read what you wrote, 
on the importance it is to the philoso- 
phical study of natural history, to know 
what similar productions are found ui 
remote countries. 1 his last year I re- 
marked in Kajntgchatka, a great num- 
ber of lepidopierous insects common 
in Europe; as homb. pkntiginis and 
caja; andpap. machaon, napi, daplidice, 
nrticae, maturna, euplirosyne, and 
apolio. 1 send you an accurate deli- 
neation of the latter, that you may 
form an idea of the difference occasion- 
ed by climate, between it and that of 
our countries, with which it nii^t be 
confounded at first sight. I have aiso 
collected in Kamtschatka, a great num- 
ber of other European insects. As to 
land, river, and sea shells, and the 
vermes in general, that branch I have 
relinquished entirely to Mr. i'ilesius. 

1 have learned, that Steller's sea-calf, 
trichecus manatus Lin. of which you 
speak, has long retired completely to 
the north, almost as far as liehring's 
Strait, so that I have little hope of 
meetmg with one in ray progress. 1 am 
told, that it lias disappeared from 
Behring's Island, as well astirom the rest 
«f the Aleutians. 

During my last residence here I 
prepared the skull of a wild sheep of 
this country (argali, copra atnonj 
w ii a 1 intend for your collection. 
'1 II, i time Mr. Tilesius has succeeded 
in procuring one, a fine drawing of 
which he wdl send you. As he will 
probably reach Europe before me, he 
will forward to you the skull 1 have 
prepared. 

In my leiter of the 23d of August 
last, 1 mentioned to you the elegant 
tatooing of the inhabitants of the 
Marquesas, and I have since repeat- 
edly regretted, that 1 did not senci you 
an accurate drawing, to give you a 
more concise idea of it. 1 now repair 
tlie omission, and enclose a drawing 
of the tatooed baud of Katanuceh, 
queen of Nukahiwa, the-iargesl of the 
new Marquesa islands. 1 drew it from 
the life with the greatest care. In the 

BELFAST MAC. NO XV. 



same manner I drew the whole length 
figures of a man ; one a firont, the other 
a i,<ack view, and I would have sent 
these also, had I not been afraid of 
the numerous accident* to which a letter 
is liable in its long journey from Kamt- 
schatka to Gottingen. 

You will .see by the letter I liave 
written to Dr. Noehden, that I shall 
not reach Europe very soon : accord- 
ingly (' have requested Dr. Horner to 
present you from me the finest skull I 
have of an inliabitant ot the Marqueses. 
I hope before ray return to find some- 
thing else worth offering you. 

1 shall now say a few woras respect- 
ing our voyage to Japan. On the 7tii 
of September, 1804, we sailed from 
this harbour, and instead of proceeding 
through the Sea of Korea, steered our 
course southerly so as to make the 
tour of Japan on the east. With thi» 
view we traversed the Japanese seas, 
which few Europeans have yet navi- 
gated, and which are consequently 
considered as very formidable. It is 
true we had not the pleasure of dis- 
covering new countries or new islands ; 
but we at least acquired a more ac- 
curate knowledge of several groupes, 
which are laid dowii in the maps, near 
tiie south-east coast of Japan. Most 
of these islands we found did not exist, 
at least in the places assigned them. 
Thus we sought in vain for the Volcano 
islands, from Int. 30*. to 34°. and fi-om. 
long. Sia^ to 216°. 

On the first of October we had a ter- 
rible hurricane, some particulars of 
which I will give you from my journal. 
According to every reckoning we 
must have been very near the land» 
and from the maps we must already 
have passed the Little Lekey islands. 
On this alarming day we were in longi- 
tude 226°. For several days, as well as 
on the morning of that day, the weather 
had been cloudy and rainy, with a great 
deal of wind. About noon it cleared 
up, and we got an observation, The 
latitude was 31°. 7'. 'J'lie barometer 
was at 29.40 according to the English 
graduatbn. About one o'clock it grew 
cloudy again, the wind blew violeiilly, 
the wave» rose to a great height, tfie 
baivmeter continued sinking and tlie 
wind increased in the same proportion. 
About half after four it was so cloudy, 
that the mist, the rain, and the wavej 
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that broke over us, involved ns in such 
darkness, we could scarce distinguish 
th<; ship's head, or the masts. The 
waves rose higher and higher in an 
alaraiing manner, and about half after 
^ve the barometer had sunk to 28.3. 
1 he wind rose higher and higher, and 
carried away a great d«ai-ot our rig- 
ging, as well as our sails,^- which blew 
about Ijke handkerchiefs, held by one 
corner, with a most frightful noise. We 
were obliged to lash down the helm, 
and atiandon ourselves, under baie 
poles, to the violence of the most 
terrible hurricane, and to the waves, 
that gave us sliock after shock. Dark 
night covered us, the barometei: con- 
tinued to fall, and the wind acquired 
a force never heard before. Every 
moment we expected our masts to go 
t>y the board, and stood ready with 
hatchets, to cut them away. 

The mouths of the guns on the poop 
were level with the sea. Wave after 
wave washed over us, and the pumps 
'were constantly going. About «igfat 
o'clock the mercury in the barometer, 
having continued to sink, was no longer 
visible; the scale graduated in (he 
English manner, beginning only a few 
lines below 28. It could be seen only 
when the ship received very seveie 
sliocksi The crew was as active as 
possible, to prevent injuries from the 
storm, and. to remedy those that were 
eontiuually happening. The 'storm 
coDtinued. A speaking trumpet could 
not be heard, and nature seemed to 
have conspired our destruction. About 
ten o'clock the mercury could not be 
seen even in the sirongest shocks^of the 
vessel. About eleven-, 1 was hoping, 
whh Dr. Homer, that the mercury 
would again become visible, when the 
vessel shipped a sea, that stove in .the 
double bulkhead of the Captain's cabin, 
where we were. We were washed 
hito difierent corners, and thought our- 
selves on tiie brink of being separated 
for ever. '1 be officers continued how- 
ever to encourage the crew, and con- 
trived to stop up the opening in the 
bulkhead. About «ne. o'clock the 
mercury wa-i again visible in the mpst 
violent shocks; but it may besuppos- 
ed.thatthe storm and the wind still raged 
with preat violence, while the baro- 
met*r was not abOveiJ7j5. We. looked 
for the jetura of the metcitry with all 



the impatience which we expect that of 
an old friend ; but the moment we were 
abput to experience this pleasure, the 
vessel received another violent shock, 
and the barometer was broken. The 
fury of the wind and the sea, however, 
appeared to abate, and about four in 
the morning we could flatter ourselves 
wc'were freed from the most imminent 
peril. 
. When the sun rose, the weather was 

tolerably calm ; and ^ bs'ts^c 'h^ be- 
nitieent rays of "that luminary never 
inspired more tliankfulnes, than on that 
2d of October. £ot in what s^ate was 
every thing around us? it was truly a 
chaos } the striking image of destruc- 
tion! Chests, casks, -sails, ropes, every 
thing pell-mell. The cabins were so 
inundated, that clothes, books, papers, 
all were drenched with water, and »e 
were obliged to bring them on deck, 
to dry them in the sun. From the most 
moderate calculation the barometer 
roust have been as low c^ 27.3 ; and 
thre danger we had run appeared from 
the nearness of the land which we saw 
in the south. 

On the 8th we cast anchor at 
Nangasaki. 

I cannot gi^e you much account of 
Japan, where we wintered. 1 can only 
say, that I collected a great number of 
scarce and remarkable hshes, which will 
contribute not a little to extend otir 
knowledge of ichthydlogy. Wfe both 
laboured ve|°y bard; and I hope you 
wiil find, that, notwithstanding the 
seclusion in which wew^ekepf, anei 
the shavi;.tes put oit every connexion 
we might have formed with the inhabi- 
tants,, ouf harvest in this branch was 
pretty good. 1 transmit yon a catalo- 
gue (^f the fish I collected, but i am 
obliged to m^ce it out in baste, and it 
is & from complete. 1 have for the 
present placed among Hie doubtful 
genera those of scina, bodianus, perca, 
labrus, spanis, holofentrus, &c. and 
pave not examined the species. Here- 
after 1 shall examipe them ail at more 
leisure. When 1 tjuote Linnaeus I refer 
to Gemelin's edition, 1 pass over 
many, the Japanese names of which I 
could not leain. 

1 am far from rivalling Mr. Tilesius 
in drawing, but have dune what 1 could, 
and several ofiny drawings are intended 
for your collection. 1 send you tins 
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time some characteristic silhouetts, 
that are accurate likenesses of Japanese; 
and to give you an idea of the singular 
manner in which they tie their hair, I 
add a coloured drawing of our porter. 

I am now going to pack up all these 
suhjects of natural history, and send 
the boxes to Europe by tlie ship on 
board which I have hitherto remained. 
For my own part I shall embark imme- 
diately for the north-western coast of 
America, where 1 hope also to form an 
interesting collection. 
Catalogue of some of the Japanese Fishes. 
Hatnmo; V&mtaa.—MuTcma conger. 
Kdatsukaaa iwo. Gasterosteas japoni- 

eus, L. 
Kotschi. Platycephelus, Bloch, Calli- 

oaymus indicus, L. 
Iiasakotschi. Trigia minuta, L. 
Sebi iwo. Triglae volitantis rar. Seu 

potius nova species. 
Misohimaiichoroscbi. UranoECopns scaber, 

L. var. corpore nigri9ante albo maculate, 
Kittaoo. Gyinnothorac catenatus, Blocb. 
8ajt>ri. Esox brasiliensis, L, 
Kimmebaru ? 

Kaiinagaschira. Trigia cnculus, L. 
Sofii biiku; Saba buku; Sasiime buku; 

Moia buku; Mmo buku; Komom bu- 

kiv — Tttrodontts tpecut. 
Ogan, an Scarus? 
Fuka; Satue. — Squali species. 
Uinikinkio, an Ptrcas nova species' 
Konoschirn. CUipeatrissa. 
Anaki. Blennius. maiaenoides, L. 
Jazame anaki. Petromyzon fluviatilis. 
Fiefki; Uazu.— Fistulari tabacaria. 
Mma itvo. Syngnathi species, 
Sima iwo. Ciistodon vespertilis, Bloch, 
Komuki. Cbxtodontis species nova. 
Aiiko. Lophius piscatorius, 
Waschi, Zeus faber. 
Ginno waschi. Zeus argenteus, mibi novo 

Bpecirs, 
Okose. Scorpsna volitans. 



Ogosse. Scorpaeua didactyla, L. 
Usckinosta karei. Plueronectes bili- 

nealus. 
Horranda mebaru. An Holocentruspetca. 
Kussuna. Coryphasna japonica. 
Sakkino iwo. Opola nora species, 
Aracabn. Scorpena. 
Zuscbibo ; Jamome kamome. — Ostracion, 

an nova spdcies ? 
Koosa. Maei'uari nova species. 
Nukon nooso. Squali nova species, priste 

affinis, sed rostro cirrbalo. 
Bensatsch, Mullus. 
Akaanko, t,opbius faujas,* Lacepede. 
Same. Raja rhinobatos, L. 
Takka karei j Koochanda karei. — Pleu. 

roneeies. 
Duschoo. Cobitis fossilis. 
Onaki. Muraena auguilla. 
Itoi joti. An Perca lineata, I,. 
Makutscb. Mug it. 

Jaina iwo. Cbietodon guttatus, Bloch. 
Kobnsu ; Kabekusaira kaschi, — 6oiy- 

pbain% nova species. 
Dscha iwo; Wanibuka, — Squalus ophio. 

cephalus, nova species 
Osche. Squalus. 
Simans Iwo; Kembata iwg,^CbaBtodou 

oocellatas, Bloch^ 
Je. Raja rubus. 
Raja aquila. 

Bajae species nova. Cauda apice 
pinqata, aculeo longo ferrato anna, 
corpore Iscvi gtobio, 
Kamass. Esox spyriena. 
Tai. Sparus dentex. 
Oskikotschi. Calliunyoius japonicrs. 
Karei, Pleuronectes 2ebra labiu ijuperiore 

cirrhato. 
F irasi. S oinber, 
Jeso. $aImo, an l.)*vaietus } 



#wrenawknowwheTcthIfi singular firfi \» found, 
i^flich if so rare in Europe^ that only (wo specimens 
are yet known ; one at Parii, in the Muieate of Na- 
tural Hutory, to wluch it was traosfetred- from tiie 
Stadctaoldcrs coliectton ^ the other in tlie jcaluable 
collection of Mr. BlumenbapJi, at Gfttii^o. 
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GREEK,tATIN,AKABIC, AND HEBREW. 
Gloucester, Greek Grammar, 8vo. 
8s. bound. 

1st The Hebrew Reader, or a Practical 
Introduction to the reading of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, fur the use of learners who 
■varc not taught Hebrew at School, and 



of schaols njhere it has not yet bren in- 
troduced, 8vo. 2s, boards. ?d. The He- 
brew Reader, part the second, containing 
Hebrew Extracts frqm the Bible; 8»o. 3s. 
boardii. 3, Copper-plate Copies of He- 
brew Letters and Word's, desi|;ned as a 
companion to the above. Is. 

1'he Arabii:k Alphabet ; or, an Easy 
Introduction to the Reading of Arabick; 



